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	NEWS RELEASE

	Fredrick A. Wentworth, 
Superintendent
	



	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
	September 18, 2007

	08-016: Waverly Annex receives EE Award
	Contact: Jacqueline Montelongo, 468-4937


SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM WINS TOPPS ANNUAL ENVIRONMENTAL EXCELLENCE AWARD
Waverly Annex, a behavior change program of San Joaquin County Office of Education, is one of nine San Joaquin County organizations to be honored at the 14th Annual Environmental Excellence Awards, sponsored by TOPPS (Targeted Opportunities to Prevent Pollution in San Joaquin County), City of Stockton, and San Joaquin County. Stockton Mayor Ed Chavez will present the awards to the organizations for their pollution prevention activities in 2006 that demonstrated social, environmental, and/or economic benefits to the businesses and communities in which they are located.

The awards event will be held on Wednesday, September 19, 2007, at 7:30 a.m., at the Commercial Exchange Club in Stockton. Interested persons are welcome to call Judith Buethe Communications at (209) 464-4350 to make reservations for the event.  The cost is $20 per person.

Dante Nomellini, an attorney for the Central Delta Water Agency and a member of the Advisory Water Commission of San Joaquin County, will deliver the event’s keynote speech.  Mr. Nomellini is will speak about water issues in our region, including the “Peripheral Canal.”

The awards are coordinated by TOPPS, a public-private partnership of business, government, agriculture, and community organizations.  TOPPS’ purpose is to demonstrate that pollution prevention is cost-effective for its adherents and improves the quality of life for county residents.

Information about each of the award winners in the pertinent categories follows. Contact information is also provided.

Award Winners
Commercial/Industrial-Water: Port of Stockton

Commercial/Industrial-Air: Escalon Premier Brand

Commercial/Industrial-Land: Granite Construction

Agriculture: Lange Twins Estates

Non-Profit-Land: Goodwill Industries of S.J. Valley

City: City of Ripon

Retail-Land: Commercial Exchange Club

Retail-Water: Septic Brothers

School: Waverly Annex Middle School Behavior Change Program

Detail on Environmental Excellence Award

Pollution Prevention Activities
COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL

WATER
Port of Stockton

Storm Water Pollution Prevention Program

Contact: Jeff Wingfield

2201 W. Washington Street, Stockton, CA 95203
(209) 946-0246; jwingfield@stocktonport.com

The Port of Stockton has produced training videos to educate Port employees, Longshoremen, and Port tenants on storm water pollution prevention topics. The videos are designed to be educational while remaining fun to watch, and cover best management practices to prevent illicit discharges, for erosion control, for sediment control, and construction. They educate those individuals that have the greatest chance of preventing storm water pollution, the people that are in the field doing the actual work. 

Results? People watching the videos are paying attention and learning from them. Historically, the Port has relied on inspections and field observations to find activities causing pollution, resulting in the discovery of polluting activities while they are occurring or after they have occurred. By preventing polluting activities through education, the cost of cleaning up after the pollution has occurred is eliminated and the cost of enforcement is reduced.

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL

AIR
Escalon Premier Brands

Emission Reduction Program

Contact: Manuel Silva

1905 McHenry Avenue, Escalon, CA 95320

(209) 552-6048; many.silva@hj.heinz.com
Escalon Premier Brands is a tomato processing business that recently retro-fitted their factory’s four boilers to comply with the new San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District limits. Rather than choosing a method that was less costly they chose one that had higher up-front costs, but included environmental benefits. 

Results? By deciding to spend the additional up-front costs the company did not simply meet the District’s emissions requirements, the emissions tested substantially below the designated limits. Additionally, the company is saving energy by not installing the fans required by the less expensive system that would have increased the factory’s electrical usage.
COMMERICAL/INDUSTRIAL
LAND
Granite Construction Company

Environmental Program

Contact: Brian Hoffman, Environmental Coordinator

10500 S. Harlan Road, French Camp, CA 95231

(209) 234-3529

Granite Construction is committed to providing construction services and materials that minimize the impact to the environment and natural resources in all areas of pollution prevention.  The Stockton branch owns and operates quality aggregate and hot asphalt facilities. They recycle 200 used tires, 20 cubic yards of scrap metal, approximately 250 gallons of used antifreeze, and 6,000 gallons of used oil per year; and more than 100,000 tons of asphalt and concrete are recycled per year. Chemical use has been reduced in the equipment shop as the result of using citrus-based solvents and an aqueous based brake washer. They are conserving energy by using solar panels, turning off lights when offices are not used, and they are working with PG&E to reduce power consumption using an ORB device which measures power grid energy use and notifies them when they should cut back or shut down operations. Dust emissions and track out at work sites and plants sites are controlled by water trucks, water spray systems, tire-wash systems, and the covering of stockpiles. 

Results? Because of the quantity of materials Granite processes, their recycling efforts have a huge impact because, literally, tons of materials are prevented from going to local landfills; and their dust prevention programs reduce the amount of air pollution. The company has realized a number of cost savings by using recycled materials and water.
AGRICULTURE
Lange Twins Estates

Environmental Program

Contact: Brad Lange

1298 W. Jahant Road, Acampo, CA 95220

(209) 339-4055; brad@langetwins.com
Lange Twins is a vineyard management company and vintner. They own and manage vineyards that grow grapes for wine production. Their approach to farm and resource management is one of sustainability. They incorporate environmentally-friendly techniques into their daily operations including, integrated pest management, solar energy, cover crops and deficit irrigation. They have developed equipment that reduces water and pesticide use and have constructed wetlands to help handle wastewater. 

Results? A multitude of environmental benefits are realized through their approach. Chemical pesticides and fertilizers, air pollution from dust, and surface water runoff are reduced as well as the contaminants entering the runoff. The wetlands provide homes for a variety of wildlife including natural predators of vineyard pests. There are also economic benefits to the way they run their business. Solar power reduced the cost of purchasing electricity, equipment they developed reduced the amount of water and material needed to spray the vineyards, and reduction of chemicals needed for pest management saves the cost of chemical treatments. 

NON-PROFIT
Goodwill Industries of S.J. Valley

Electronics Collection Program

Contact: Sally Wooden

129 S. Grant Street, Stockton, CA 95202

(209) 466-2311, ext. 232; sallyw@goodwill-sjv.org
Goodwill Industries has been helping San Joaquin County residents recycle and reuse products for almost 70 years. They now operate electronic waste collection sites where residents may drop off unwanted electronics, free, at one of 10 locations, seven days a week. No other non-profit organization or private business provides this free service at multiple locations in San Joaquin County. Collection sites are in Lodi, Stockton, Tracy and Manteca. Electronics containing hazardous materials are safely de-manufactured by a state-certified electronics recycler who extracts for reuse valuable metals, plastics, glass and other components. Very little material is wasted.

Results? In 2005, Goodwill collected 10,200 pounds of electronics for recycling. The amount was surpassed in 2006 when 486,078 pounds of electronics were kept out of the state’s landfills. Goodwill anticipates collecting over 750,000 pounds for reuse and recycling in 2007. As a State-certified electronic waste collector, Goodwill is reimbursed by the State for the number of pounds collected. The funds received cover the costs incurred by the program and also provides additional funding for Goodwill’s job training programs.
CITY
City of Ripon

Solar and Motion Sensors Program

Contact: Kevin Werner

259 N. Wilma, Ripon, CA 95366

(209) 599-2108; kwerner@cityofripon.org
When the City of Ripon planned the expansion of their City Hall, the City Planning Commission and staff worked with M.I.D. Power Plant Development to allocate funds for an energy-efficient project. As part of the expansion project, the City installed a solar panel self-generation system and equipped the entire building with light motion sensors. 

Results? The City is able to produce energy through the solar panel system while greatly reducing energy consumption when motion sensors turn off lights when not in use. Installing the solar panels enabled them to generate a minimum of 20% energy during peak months. As a result of reduced energy costs, the City saves tax payer monies which can be spent in other areas of the City.

RETAIL
LAND

Commercial Exchange Club

Recycling Program

Contact: Beverly McConnell

2201 W. Washington Street, Stockton, CA 95203

(209) 946-0246

There was a time that the Commercial Exchange Club had no recycling program. Then one of their employees started collecting the recyclables from the restaurant, turning them in for cash, and donating the money to a low-income family who needed some help. That employee’s actions inspired the management and the rest of the employees to institute a recycling program which has grown to be an integral part of their everyday business. The restaurant changed to green cleaning products, and now uses linens and dishes rather than plastic or paper items, and the containers and packaging that come in go back out as re-used or recycled.

Results? That one employee was able to affect the actions of several people with a simple idea and increase their awareness of the need to recycle. It also has made a difference in the low-income family’s life financially and otherwise. The restaurant’s decision to stop using plastic and paper items substantially reduces the amount of their trash, which would end up in our landfills.
RETAIL
WATER
Septic Brothers

Delta Waste Cleaning Program

Contact: Thornell Washington

922 Coach Street, Stockton, CA 95209

(209) 329-0768; septicbrothers@yahoo.com
Septic Brothers Marine Pump-Out Service began as the result of two fishing buddies who were disappointed to see what was happening to the Delta. They saw boats simply dumping waste directly into the water rather than taking it to the stations at the marinas and decided to do something about it. They empty waste systems from the Delta and surrounding waterways including boats, islands, portable restrooms, etc., and work with local agencies to keep the Delta clean.

Results? Their efforts have prevented thousand of gallons of waste from being added to our Delta waterways. They are proud to be able to assist boaters who are disabled and could not clear their waste any other way, to assist the elderly, and to show boaters the importance of keeping their boats clean of waste.
SCHOOL
Waverly Annex Middle School Behavior Change Program

Outdoor Environmental Education Programs

Contact: Denise Vaughan

3555 Wilmarth Road, Stockton, CA 95215

(209) 931-8569; dvaughan@scjoe.net
The program works with students with emotional and/or behavioral issues that prevent them from being successful in general education settings. They are a transitional program intended to teach students the skills and strategies to be successful back in schools within their home districts. They have been recyclers for many years, but have gradually adopted many other Reduce-Reuse-Recycle practices over time. There is an on campus vocational program where students collect, sort, and place recyclables from two school campuses; and every two to three weeks they have a field trip to the Stockton Recycling Center for redemption. The students are involved in a variety of projects including vermicomposting, running a used-battery campaign, clean-up days at local parks, and Wal-Mart’s Plastic Bag Kids Recycling Challenge.

Results? The students’ enthusiasm has carried over to their time outside of school where they pick up trash and collect recyclable materials on field trips and in their neighborhoods.  The enthusiasm has been passed on to teachers and principals on more than 10 other campuses, as well as to the county office conference and staff luncheon areas, and even a few local businesses. They are making a difference in their students’ lives while teaching them that they can finally be involved in something positive

TOPPS Activities

Besides the annual pollution prevention awards, TOPPS produces an annual Solutions for Compliance pollution prevention workshop in April and participates in Earth Week, the Greater Stockton Chamber of Commerce’s Ag Expo, and other pollution prevention activities.  The organization is creating a new website featuring pollution prevention information and resources which should be up and running within the new few weeks – www.topps-sj.org. Persons interested in TOPPS activities and meetings are encouraged to call Jan Stanley at (209) 464-8707.
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