June 2007

San Joaquin County Office of Education
SEL PA - Special Education Local Plan Area

Spec/a/ Edlition

Volume 20 I ssue 4

Banta ¢ Escalon  Holt « Jefferson « Lammersville « Lincoln < Linden « Manteca « New Jerusalem « Ripon e Tracy

Thurber House Program Prepares for Work & Life

Mary Bennett began working in San  emphasison prevocationa andvocationa

Joaguin County’s Thurber House at

training, adultlifeskillsandWorkAbility |

Redwood School in1999. Theprogram  participation. All sudentsgooncommunity

providedafunctiond ills
approach for severely
handi capped studentsof
juniorhighandhighschool
agethat primarily had a
diagnosisof autism. The
focus was on building
functiond skillsinahome-
likesetting. Therehave
beensomechangessince
that time and today the
classserveshighschool
andyoungadult students
withadiagnogsof autism.

Individual academic
programs and goals are
very important to the
studentsinthisclass. In
additionthereisastrong

Vangis proud of hisaward

I nstructional assistant Sherry Bernard helps
Matt recycle classroom waste

outingsinsmall natura
groupingsabout twice
monthly. Theoutings
arerelatedtoavariety
of individual learning
goals. Students help
choosetheoutingsand
develop acalendar of
activitieseachmonth.
One student goesto a
park regularly and
walkstwomiles. Two
groupsbowl monthly.
Some students go
shoppingfor materials
for classroomprojects.
Students often go to
restaurantsfor lunch.
Such outings enable
themto practicethe
real-life skills they
needtobesuccessful
adults.

StudentsinMary Bennett’ sclass
grow in vocational skills by
performingmanyjobsoncampus.
They collect
recyclablesdaily and astudent
takes them to the bin near the
playground. Anctherjobisfilling
supply ordersfor county program
teachers. Withsomeassistance

classroom

Erick helps Brittney prepare
daily newsletter

Matthewfillsandboxesordersandddivers

them to classrooms on campus or to the
officetobedistributedto classesat other
gtes.

Ericgoestotheofficetogetthedaily school
newdetterandddiversittod| theclassrooms
eachday. StudentsinBennett’ sclassalso
runalaundry servicefor four classeson
dte.

Swinging helps Vang and
Matt c oncentrate and learn

continued on Page 11



From Our SELPA DIRECTOR

Sandee Kludt

For those of uswho have devoted our
livestoeducation,it’ sall aboutteaching
andlearning,andnotjustforour sudents.
This spring, and indeed al year, we
providedanabundanceof opportunities
for parents and educatorsto share, to
discussand tolearn new information
and skillstokeep abreast and ahead of
the ever-changing face of special
education. Our office held over 30
workshopsontopicsincludingautism,
discipline, due process and threat
assessment, among many. Over 1,000
participantsattended theseworkshops.
Weareintheprocessof conductinga
needsassessmenttodeterminethetopics
to be offered in the future so we can
continuetoserveour parents, teachers,
staff andadministratorswithup-to-date
trainingandinformation.

On May 2, Karen Bruns, CAC
chairperson, and | attended the state
SELPA Administrator’ s“Legidation
Day” inSacramento. Karenwelcomed
the 150 participants to the full and
informative day. We spent the day
takingwithlocal legidators. Our priority
wasurgingthemtosupport AB 850, to
end the state’ scurrent practice of not
funding cost of living adjustment on

federal funds, and AB 835, tocalcul ate
growth by district rather than by the
SELPA asawhole.

On May 4, | was happy to attend the
Association of California School
AdministratorsRegion 7 Conference
and Awards presentation to help
celebrateDebbi Hopman' sselectionas
theACSA Region7 Special Education
Administrator of the Year. Debbi,
Director of Special Education in
Jefferson School District, isso well-
deservingof thisaward; itwasapleasure
tobetheretocheerforher! Thefollowing
day Sharon Brenneise, Project
Administrator at our SELPA, and |
presented aworkshop on the changes
brought about by the new IDEA
Regulationsof 2006 and how wehave
addressed them in our SELPA. The
topic generated good discussion and
guestionsanditwaswell worththetime
tosharewithother professiona smeeting
thesamechallenges.

Followingourtripto WashingtonD.C.
that you canread aboutinthisissue, it
wastimefor theCommunity Advisory
Committee’s annual Appreciation
Dinner. We are so fortunateto have

SandeeKludt, Ed.D.
Assistant Superintendent / SELPA
Director

acoregroupof active, interested parents
inthe group. After 3 yearsaschair,
Karen Bruns stepped down to be
replaced by Jody Graham, parent
representative from Lincoln Unified
School District. Thanksto Karenfor
her great work onbehalf of theCAC. |
look forwardtonextyear andcontinuing
participation in the activities of the
Community Advisory Committee.

Save the Date !

Autism Connection Meetings August 22, 2007 9:00am.-12:00p.m. ESChldg Emerson Room
Sept 19, 2007 9:00am.-12:00 p.m. ESChldg Emerson Room
Community Advisory Committee Sept 10, 2007 9:00am. - 12:00 p.m. ESC bldg Greenwood 3

+ Ifyou are receiving duplicate copies or no longer wish to receive this publication, please contact Pam Abdollahzadeh

at either (209) 468-4908 or pabdollahzadeh@sjcoe.net to have your name removed from our mailing list.

 For questions about this publication please contact Kimberly Andreasen at either (209)468-9283 or at kandreasen@sjcoe.net




Asthma Symptoms - Control & Prevention

Allergy problemsseemtobeat apeak
level right now with springgoingout,
and summer being ushered in. Of
course, childrenwithallergy induced
asthmaare really at risk for asthma
attacks. Asthmaisalife-longbreathing
problem, which is caused by
inflammation(swelling) of theairways.
Approximately 5Smillionchildreninthe
United States have asthma. Some
childrenoutgrow symptoms, butitisa
life-longconditionthatrardly goesaway .

Some symptoms of asthma include
shortness of breath, coughing or
wheezing, tightnessinthechest, difficulty
walking, talking or breathing, andthe
skinaroundtheneck or chestareamay
havetheappearanceof beingtightly-
pulled. Parentscantell if theirchild's
asthmai sgettingworseover timewhen
thesymptomsoccur moreoften, need
moremedicationtorelievesymptoms,
medicine doesn’t seem to work, and
missingmoreandmoreschool because
of asthma. If your childappearstobe
gettingworse, pleasecall his’her doctor.

FirstAidfor Asthma
» Stay cam, andspeak reassuringly

to the child. He/she may need

privacy, but do not leave them

aone.

Seat your childupright. Donot et

himliedown.

Usequickrelief medicationsuchas

aninhaler or nebulizer

If noimprovement after Sminutes,

youmay needtocall 9-1-1

Cal9-1-limmediatelyif:
lipsand/or nailsareblue
skinispulledtightlyaround
neck or chest
childcannotwalk or talk

vV V Vv V¥V

Symptomscanbepreventedandcontrolled
by recognizingandavoidingtriggers(dust
mites, furry or feathered pets, cold air,
cigarette smoke, pollens, chalk dust, to
nameafew), treatingairway inflammation
with prescribed medicine, makingregular
vidtstoahed thcareprovider,andcorrectly
using prescribed medicines. School staff

shouldbenctifiedthat achildhasasthma. A
HealthCarePlanfor Asthmaisdevel oped
by school nursesinmost schools.

Nursngstaff at San Joagquin County Specia
EducationProgramswisheveryoneahedthy
andsafesummer.

For moreinformation pleasecontact Mary
Sumral,R.N. aethermsumral @9 coe.net
or 209-931-4047.

County Young Adults’ Success Stories

Asthisissueof the Special Editionis
gearedtowardsstudent successstories,
| thought | would focus on the San
Joaquin County programsfour young
adult programs. These programsare
located in the Manteca and Stockton
communitieswiththeexceptionof one
which is located on the Redwood
campus. All provideservicesto18to
22year oldstudentswithspecia needs.
The programs provide functional
curriculum, lifeskillsand community
experiencesto advance each student
towardthegoal of beingaproductive,
happy member of the community,
however that vision appearsfor each
individua student.

Themajority of thesestudentshave spent
their academiclivesinclassesongeneral
educationcampusescompl eting coursesof
study thatincludedfunctiond skills, social
Interactionsand academicsto meet their
specific needs. Asthey have progressed
into young adulthood they have moved
away from high school settingsand into
theseyoungadult programsthat allow them
togainandutilizeskillsthat they will needto
accessandmoveaboutinthercommunities.

Eachstudentwhohasachievedthislevel of
independenceby optingtoattendayoung
adultprogramisasuccessstory. Everyday
ineach one of these classrooms students
learnskillsthat takethemthat much closer

tobeingindependent. Learningtoshop,
cook and manage day to day lifeis an
integral part of each program.

Let’slook at one example of atypical

outingfor astudentinayoungadult class—
shopping. Priortotheactivity weekly ads
are perused, lists are made and the
excursiontothestoreisplanned. Weather
and various situations are talked about
aongwithhowmuchmoney will beneeded
for items on each student’s list. These
excursionsmay includeusingthepublic
bussystem, figuring out theroutes, times,
busstops, etc. Sometimestheseexcursons
involveplanningawal kingrouteor calling
for ataxi andlearningtogiveanaddress

continued on page 5



Psychological Services — Year-end Review

San Joaquin County Office of
Education — Psychological
Services has had a highly
productive year for providing
training and support to their
colleagues, staff and familiesof
the SICOE-Special Education
L ocal Plan Areaand beyond.

Psychologists’training
opportunitiesbeganin September
withanational interactiveaudio
conference regarding
“Understanding RTI: What Itls
and Why It Works”. The
Psychologists Roundtabledrew acrowd
of thirty plusprofessionalstolistentoand
discuss the national trend toward
Responseto I ntervention asamodel to
provide support to our children even
beforelabel sareassignedtoidentify their
needs. AlsoinSeptember, Psychological
Services began its Management of
Assaultive Behavior (MAB) monthly
trainingsfor thestaff of SICOE programs,
local school districts, and Headstart. The
MAB trainingsaretwo consecutivedays
withafocusonintervention, analysisof
the escalation cycle, and the proper
method for providing physical
interventionsfor studentsthat may bea
danger toself, othersor property. MAB
trainingisprovidedthroughcollaboration
between the SICOE-SELPA and the
StocktonUnified SEL PA.

In October, SICOE psychologists
offered the second in a series of
presentations on Response to
Intervention. Psychologists Zenon
Castillo, Chris Condon and Karen
Reasoner, presented on “Response to
Intervention for Learning Disability
Eligibility Determination”. Duringthis
monthVinceHernandez withcommittee
membersChrisCondonand Mike Sexton
began work on the development of the
Behavior Intervention Manual for the
SICOE-SELPA, whichisnow available

onthe SICOE website. Additionally in
October, Psychol ogical Servicesbegan
collaboration with Early Childhood
Educationto provideevening parenting
classes through a First 5 Commission
grant. The topic areas were Positive
Discipline, Four Reasons Children
Tantrum, How to Communicate with
Your Child — A Father’s Perspective,
Ages and Stages, and Aggressive
Behavior. The Rootsto Readiness parent
trainings gave parents sometimes new
information or affirmation of already
developedskill buildingtopromoteeasier
transitionsfrom infancy through early
childhood. The parent offerings were
presented in the Banta, Lammersville,
New Jerusalem and Jefferson School
Digtricts.

At the December Psychologists’
Roundtable, KrisRodriguez presented
“A System for Linking Psycho-
Educational A ssessment &
Interventions’. Thepresentationandtopic
generated much discussion by the
attendeesand assistedinopening further
collaborationbetweenindividual district
psychologists.

ContinuingtheseriesonRTI inFebruary,
Vince Hernandez presented to the
audience a“Responseto Intervention:
Advanced Professional Training” strand
to share the successes and challenges

Licensed Educational Psychologists meet for training at San Joquin County of Education

discoveredfromthelowaandFlorida
modelsonimplementing RTI. Many
practical handouts were provided
includingsurvey forms, problemsolving
models, and dataanalysisformulas.
InMarch, VinceHernandezfollowed
up with the topic “Response to
Intervention& Assessment Standards:
Ensuring aReliable, Valid and Fair
Process’. By thistime, representation
atthePsychol ogists Roundtableshad
spread beyond the typical SICOE-
SEL PA districts’ representativesto
include participation by the Lodi
SEL PA andtheTuolumne SELPA.

In April, Karen Reasoner and Mike
Sexton,SICOE/SEL PA Psychologists
presented thefinal topic of theyear,
“Utilizing RTI for Designing
Prevention, | ntervention, Assessment,
and ldentification Strategies with
Students Exhibiting Social and
Emotional Difficultiesin School”.

Thetwo-hour, monthly Psychol ogical
Roundtable trainings provide
psychol ogiststheopportunity to hear
and discusscurrent trendsin special
educationinacondensed version of
topics. Psychological Servicesbuilds
their trainings around the surveyed
needsof theprofessionalsinthefield
and continueto advancethe cause of
maintainingfiddlityinprovidingproper
supporttoour children.



Educators Lobby Congress For Special Education

Dr. SandeeK ludt, SJCounty Assi stant
Superintendent and SEL PA Director,
along with Karen Bruns, Community
Advisory Committeechairperson,anda
codlitionof 16 Californiaeducatorsand
parents, recently returnedfrom5daysin
WashingtonD.C.,wherethey metwith
members of Congressand their staffs
andtheBushAdminigtrationontheurgent
need to increase specia education
funding.

The group held over 30 meetings
throughout the week with targeted
members of Congressand their staffs
who sit on the vital Education and
Appropriations committees of both
houses and with members of the U.S.
Department of Education and the
CdiforniaCongressond delegation. Dr.
Kludt stated that shethought thegoal of
continuingtoeducateour legid atorsabout
the needs in specia education was
achieved. “I think thosewhohavebeen
aroundafewyearsreally ‘getit’ about
IDEA, butwehavealargecontingent of

freshmenwhoneedlotsof education.”

Whilethefocusand#1 priorityisdways
to get Congress to live up to the
commitment madein1973tofund40%
of thecost of IDEA, other issueswere
alsoontheagenda,includingMedicaid
reimbursement and therising cost of
someservicessuchasthose associ ated
with such programs as autism and
Emothiona Distrubance.

The coalition was told by members of
Congress and staffers to keep up the
pressure, to encourage educators and
parents to let their local members of
Congressknow theimportanceof increased
special educationfundingandtoask them
totell thechairsand membersof Senateand
House Appropriations Committees that
increased specia educationfundingisatop
priority. “Itreally depended onwhoyou
weretakingto,” saidKludt. Theimmediate
prioritiesof thetwo partieswereref|ected
intheir responsestous.” Asonecoalition
member putit, “ Every year wegoback and

we' retoldthat money’ stight, sothere’ sno
timelikethepresenttostart. We' vebeen
waitingfor 32yearsandit’ stime.”

On May 17, Congressapproved abudget
resolutioncallingfora$9.5billionincrease
for education and workforce programs.
Whilethisisat |east $2 billion higher than
original proposalsand can betaken asa
positive response to the work of the
codition, itisanon-bindingdocument. The
next hurdle is the Appropriations
Committees. Congress is planning to
concludeactiononeducationfunding by
June30th.

COunty Young AdUItS, SUCCeSS StorleS continued from Page 3

andpay forthetrip. Uponarrivingatthe
destination, studentsareresponsible
fortheirlistand shoppingwithsupport
from their teacher and instructional
assigants. Theylocateitemsontheirlist
learninghhow storeaidesareset upand
where particular types of items are
located. Thestudentidentifies, counts
and paysfor purchaseslearningthese
skillswithsupport fromstaffinafitting
setting. Alongwith shopping, students
are interacting with members of the
community they encounter—acustomer
inanaise, theclerk attheregister and
other interactions that come about
throughtheir natura involvementinthe
community. They arelearninghowto
aopropriatelyinteract, communicateand

besafewhilethey areinthecommunity. As
youcansee, thevaueof programslikethis
ishugeinhel ping studentsto put functional
skillsthey havelearnedinmoretraditional
settingstouseintheir appropriatesettings.

Y oungadult programsass s studentsinthe
transition processby exposingthemtothe
community andavariety of activitiessothey
becomemorefamiliarwiththeirownlikes
and dislikes. Students who have had a
broad range of experienceshave abetter
understanding astowhat they wouldlike
theirlivestolook like. Whenasked about
their goalsandvisionduringthetransition
processthesestudentshaveabetter ideaof
what they wouldliketodoafter they leave
theschool setting.

This school year wehave 14 graduates
from our San Joaquin County classesand
youngadult programs. Theseyoungmen
andwomenwill bemoving onwiththeir
trangtionfromtheschool sysemintovarious
community activitiesandprograms. The
timethey havespentintheschool system
andtheyoungadult programshas, hopefully,
helped them to work toward their own
personal potential. We wish each and
every graduate success in whatever life
holdsforthem!

For more infirmation please contact
Maragret St. George at either
mstgeorge@sgj coe.net of 209-468-4908



Graduation 2007

SanJoaguin County Specia Education Programsgraduated 16 studentsinacol orful and moving ceremony at the SICOE Education
ServiceCenter Wednesday May 30, 2007. Well-attended by family, friendsand staff, thestudentswererecognizedindividually
by their teachersand other staff membersfor their eff orts, achievement and persond qualities. Program Administrator Brandi Brunni
served asMistressof Ceremonies. A favoritepart of theceremony i sthe photo montage produced by county special day class
teacher DeniseVaughan, inwhicheachstudentisfeaturedinaseriesof picturesfromhomeand school. Combinedwithappropriate
musi cal background, themontagea waysbringstearsandlaughter totheaudience. Musi cal selectionsby JessicaOchoaadded
greatly tothecelebration. Dr. Rick Wentworth, San Joaquin County Superintendent of Schools, assisted by Kathy Skeels,
Director, San Joaguin County Specia Education Programspresented studentswiththeir certificates.

“1"ve known some of these studentsfor over 10 years
when | wasaspeechandlanguagespecialist. They are
like a part of the family. Tonight is wonderful and
excitingbuta sobittersweet.” Brandi Brunni, Program
Administrator, SICOE Special Education Programs

Thisismy firsttimeat the County Special EducationProgramsgraduation. Over
aperiod of years | have worked with many of the graduates. It’s great to see
what they have achieved.” Jirii Sikata, Valley M ountain Regional Center



“This event is aways a nice opportunity for staff, students and
parentstocelebrate. | look forwardtoitevery year. Thesestudents
have made real accomplishments.” Dr Rick Wentworth,
Superintendent, San Joaquin County Officeof Education.

“Sarah has lots of plans for where she's
going. | just hope the rest of us can
keep up!” Kathy Werner, parent of
graduate

This graduation is a wonderful
experience. Matt and all the
professionals over the years worked so
hard and tonight we see it al come
together. Ann Ciremele, parent of
graduate

“It meansagreat deal to be hereat thisgraduation. | have been aCounty
Boardmember for over 15yearsand | amextremely proud of theprograms
offered and the amazing progress of our students. The county officeis
thriving and growing every year to meet moreareasof need for students.”
Gretchen Talley, San Joaquin County Boar d of Education

Photographs by Dave Bermann



Valley LINCS creates “Success Story”

By any measure, JohnAlstatt standsoutin
the San Joaquin County Office of
Education’sValey LINCSprogram. John
standsout afew dayseachweek because
he proudly wears his Junior Reserve
Officer TrainingCorpsuniform. However,
hestandsout every day becauseof thefact
thatheisaValley LINCS" successstory”.
JohnenteredtheValley LINCSprogram
asaneighthgrader inthefall of 2005.

Valley LINCSisaprogramthat provides
educationand support for studentswith
emotional needs. Thegod of theprogram
istoenablestudentstomakeasuccessful
transitionback totheir homedistrictina
mainstreamsetting. Johnhasmethisgoals
and looks forward to returning to East
UnionHighSchool inMantecathisAugust.
John’ sroad to success has not been an
easy one. Atfirst, John, likemost peers,
had difficulty being held accountablefor
hisbehavior choices. However, therewas
onegoa Johnremainedfocusedupon-he
wantedtojoin JROTC when heentered
highschool. SinceValley LINCSisonthe
gteoftheSerraMiddleSchool andLincoln
High School campusesin Stockton, John
had ampleopportunitiestoseeLincoln’s
JROTC in action during middle school
lunchtime. Hetold staff repeatedly, “|

John Alstatt looking forward to a military career

JROTC seaman, John Alstatt

wanttodothat nextyear”. With support
andencouragementfromValey LINCS
staff members, and agreat deal of self-
determination, Johnbeganmakingpostive
choicesandtakingresponsibility for his
actions. Thisprogressaffordedhimthe
opportunity to move closer toward
achieving his goal of participating in
JROTC. Johnenrolledin,andsuccessfully
completed, two mainstream classes at
SierraMiddleSchool. Hewasrewarded
for hishardwork and perseverancewith
an acceptance to the
JROTC program for
the2006-2007 school
year. John embraced
the JROTC program
withgreat enthusiasm.
LincolnHigh'sJROTC
Director, Senior Chief
Mark Williams(USN
ret.), saysthat Johnis
“one of his best
students”, “a role
model”, and “highly
regardedby hisfellow
seamen.” John has
excdlled somuchinhis

firstyear that hisachievementsarethat
of what aseamannormally completes
by theend of hisor her secondyearin
theprogram.

John credits the highly structured
environment of Valey LINCS and
JROTCfor hisaccomplishments. He
also giveskudosto hisgrandparents,
whomheliveswithinManteca, forthe
extraeffortintransportinghimtoand
from JROTC events during extra
curricular hours. Johnhassuccessfully
completedtheValley LINCSProgram
andiseagertojoinhisfriendsin East
Union’sIROTCinAugust. John knows
that histransitiontoamainstreamhigh
school will notbeperfectly smooth, but
he has confidence that he will be
successful. John looksforward to a
military career after graduationfrom
highschooal.

For moreinformation please contact
Sharon Brenneise at either
sbrenneise@sjcoe.net or 209-468-
9283.



Legislative Update

AB 32,asamended, Fuller - Car eer technical education: work certification program
Thegoverningboard of aschool districtispermitted to authorizepupils, with parental permission, whowould
benefit from advanced scholastic or vocational work, to attend community college as special part-time
studentsto undertake one or more courses of instruction at the community collegelevel, in order to provide
educational enrichment opportunitiesfor alimited number of eligible pupils. Thisbill would statetheintent
of the Legislatureto provide, within the public school system, work certification training optionsto pupils
who are between the ages of 16 and 18 years, have passed the high school exit examination, and have the
consent of their parents or guardians, with particular emphasis on job specific skilled labor and technical
training. Thebill would authorizeapupil enrolledin at least 3 high school coursesto enroll a soinacommunity
collegefor the purpose of taking career and technical education classes|eading to work certification if the
classisnot available at the pupil’ s high school of attendance or aregional occupational center or program in which the pupil iseligible to enroll
and the pupil has parental permission.

SEL PA position - Support with admendments

AB 359, asamended, K ar nette. Student financial aid: Assumption Program of L oansfor Education.

Existing law establishes the Assumption Program of Loans for Education, under which an applicant enrolled in a participating institution of
postsecondary education, or an applicant who agreesto participate in ateacher trainee or teacher internship program, and who further agreesto
obtain ateaching credential in a subject matter areathat is designated as a current or projected shortage area or to provide classroom instruction
inaschool that servesalarge population of pupilsfrom low-incomefamilies, hasahigh percentage of teachers holding emergency permits, or is
alow-performing school, is eligible to enter into an agreement for |oan assumption, to be redeemed upon becoming employed asateacher. This
bill would specify that personswho are pursuing servicecredential sutilizedin special education, or who partici patein speech-language pathol ogi st
trainee programs or become employed as speech-language pathol ogists

SEL PA position - Support

AB 964, asintroduced, Houston. Teacher s. special education: incentivepay.

Existinglaw requiresapersonemployed by aschool districtinaposition requiring certification qualifications, except apersonemployedinaposition
requiring administrative or supervisory credentials, to be classified on the salary schedule of the school district on the basisof uniform allowance
for yearsof training and years of experience, except if asalary schedule based on criteriaother than auniform allowancefor years of training and
years of experienceis negotiated through collective bargaining. Public school employers and exclusive representatives of credentialed teachers
areencouraged to provideincentivesto teachersto accept teaching assignmentsin areasof highest need. Programsproviding additional, incentive
pay to certain teachers are established under existing law, including, but not limited to, the Jack O’ Connell Beginning-Teacher Salary Incentive
Program. Thishill would express the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation to provide teachers with incentives to choose to teach special
education classes, in the form of supplemental pay.

SEL PA position - Support

SB 123, asamended, Romer o. High school exit examination.

Existing law, until December 31, 2007, requiresaschool district or state special school to grant ahigh school diplomato apupil with adisability
who is scheduled to graduate from high school in 2007, has not passed the high school exit examination, has not received a high school exit
examinationwaiver, and meetsother specified criteria. Thishill would requireaschool district or statespecial school toallow apupil withanoperative
individualized education program or a plan adopted pursuant to specified federal law to satisfy the requirement to pass the high school exit
examination by taking and passing the examination with accommaodati ons or modifications, as specified in theindividualized education program
or theplan of thepupil, or by satisfactorily compl eting tasks specifiedin theindividualized education program or the plan, asdetermined by ajury.
The bill would require each school district or state special school to establish or otherwise provide for a process by which a pupil with an
individualized education program or a plan may receive ajuried assessment of tasksinstead of passing one or both portions of the high school
exitexamination. Thejury would berequiredto consist of aspecial educationteacher, ahigh school principal, aparent of aspecial education pupil
aschool psychologist, and aschool counselor. The pupil would be authorized to appeal adecision of the jury that the pupil did not satisfactorily
completethetasksto the governing board of the school district. By requiring school districtsto establish and convenejuriesand consider appeals
of jury decisions, thebill wouldimposeastate-mandated local program. Thebill would del etethe December 31, 2007, repeal dateof theprovision
settingforththecriteriaapupil withadisability who doesnot passthehigh school exit examination or receiveawaiver of that examination requirement
isrequired to satisfy to receive a high school diploma.

SB 196, asintroduced, Machado. Teacher credentialing: districtinterns.

Existing law authorizes the Commission on Teacher Credentialing, until January 1, 2008, to issue district intern credential s authorizing persons
employed by any school district to provide classroom instruction to pupilswith mild and moderate disabilitiesin special education classes. This
bill would delete that termination date, thereby authorizing the commission to issue district intern credentialsindefinitely.



Community Advisory Committee- The Year in Review

This year was another great year for
parenttrainingthatwaspresentedthrough
the Community Advisory Committee

(CAC). Thisyear
includedatraining
for parents on
Social Security,
another on Special
Needs Trusts and
Conservatorships,
and a series on

thisyear andfortheirinputfortrainingtopics Theeveningendedwithapresentation
for the coming year. Look for alist of byamusictherapist.
trainingsfor the2007/08 school year tobe

outinAugust.

CAC elections were
held in April. Karen
Bruns, our CAC
chairpersonfor thepast
three years, opted not
to run for re-election.

communication
geared to parents
of children with
autism.  Each
training was well
attended aswerethe CAC meetings

Karen has brought
renewedlifeandvigor
tothe CACduring her
tenure as CAC chair.
Her leadership was Theeveningwasagreat successandthe
inspired and her support and empathy for CACinvitesyoutoattend next year!
her fellow parentsobvious.

Amber Machado, FRN &
Jirii Sakata, VMRC

We are looking forward to an
excitingtwoyearswithafull CAC
executivecommittee. Jodi Graham
is the newly elected CAC
chairperson. Jodi has been the
LincolnDigtrict CACrepresentative
andislooking forwardto her new
role. Shewill bringal thewonderful
attributes of acaring, knowledge
parent to her role as CAC
charperson. LilliKizlin,of Manteca
Districtisthenew ViceChair and
which either preceded or followedthe  SangjtaPatel fromJeffersondistrict
trainings. The CA C parentsand support isthenew Secretary. Wewelcome
teamappreciated| theparentparticipation  everyoneintotheir new roles.

Amber Machado, Family Resource
Network & Sangita Patel, Jefferson
parent representative

Karen Brunswelcomes guests
to CAC dinner

TheCAChostedawonderful CAC
appreciation dinner on May 16"
ThethemewasMamaMia. The51
people in attendance began the
evening with antipasto and Italian
sodas. Children in attendance
received sensory bags and were
enthralled by the balloon twister,
caricature artist and face painters.
Dinner was an assortment of pasta
bal ancedwithtri-tip, sdladandbread.

) Robert & Tyler serve Italian sodas to guests
Rob Robertson, “Mr. R.” character artist



Th U rber HOUSG continued from thefront page

They regularly wash, dry, foldand sort
thelaundry andddliverittothecorrect
classrooms. Withtheassi stanceof the
WorkAbilityl program, the staff at
Redwood School is equipping a
vocational training roomoncampus.

Herestudentslearnand practicejob-

related skillssuchassorting, shredding,
and other tasks that they can usein
futurepai demployment.

Matthew, who works at Wal-Mart
throughWorkAbilityl, demonstrated
how the display board can beusedto
practicejobskills.

Rewardandrecognitionareapart of all
theclassesat Redwood School and

throughout SICounty
specia education
programs.

At the year-end
awardsassembly each
of thestudentsinMary
Bennett’s class was
recognized  for
achievementduringthe
year.

Achievingthesegods
is very important to
them and to the staff
and families. Inthe

wordsof avery wiseparent,“ It’ samazing
how faryoucangowithjust small steps.”

Matt practices store display in
vocational room

For moreinformation please contact
Sharon Brenneise at either
shrennei se@gcoe.net or 209-468-9283.
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