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TCSJ Launches Transitional Kindergarten Certificate Program
New program at Teachers College of San Joaquin allows transitional kindergarten teachers to obtain
certificate required by change in law, SB 876

The San Joaquin County Office of Education (SJCOE) Teachers College of San Joaquin (TCSJ)
announces that enrollment is open for the new Transitional Kindergarten (TK) Certificate Program
that will allow teachers to meet new requirements for teachers following the Kindergarten
Readiness Act.

Under a recent change to state law, teachers first assigned to a TK classroom after July 1,
2015, must complete 24 units in child development by Aug. 1, 2020. Recognizing the need, TCS]
developed a program allowing teachers to complete those units while also giving them the option to
pursue other educational and professional goals through programs already offered at the college.

“We have worked hard to make the program attractive to a variety of teachers by
developing it in such a way that teachers are able to choose multiple pathways, including the
pursuit of a Master’s Degree,” said Kimberly Ott, a program developer and SJCOE coordinator of TK
support services.

Classes begin in February.

The new certificate requirement comes from Senate Bill 876. The law follows the
Kindergarten Readiness Act, which made one year of voluntary, high-quality TK available to every
4-year-old in California to ready them for success in school.

For more information about the TK Certificate Program at TCS] call (209) 468-4926 or visit:
teacherscollegesj.edu.
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About Teachers College of San Joaquin:

Founded in 2009 by the San Joaquin County Office of Education (SJCOE), Teachers College of
San Joaquin (TCS]) is the first WASC accredited institution to be housed within a county office
of education and serves graduate students from across Northern California, including
teachers and administrators who come from both elementary and high school settings. This
year, TCS] has over 1,000 students enrolled, including new TK teachers.
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